Preoperative thyroid scanning in presumed thyroglossal duct cysts.
The purpose of this study was to determine if preoperative thyroid scans are essential in the workup of presumed thyroglossal duct cysts. Questionnaires were sent to pediatric otolaryngologists and pediatric general surgeons with a 65% response rate. Fifty-seven percent of the physicians have encountered ectopic thyroid. In 58% of these, this was the only functioning thyroid tissue. Twenty eight percent of pediatric surgeons vs 65% of pediatric otolaryngologists routinely order scans. Two of the physicians encountering ectopic thyroid volunteered that they had successful litigation directed against them for removing the sole functioning thyroid and creating permanent hypothyroidism. There is a likelihood of encountering ectopic thyroid during the course of one's practice. A case of ectopic thyroid is presented, and management strategies are discussed.